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SCENARIO 

These issues clearly require an exploratory approach. Thus, 
the conference is designed as a mutual teaching situation rather 
than as a presentation of technical papers. 

On each of the four ~orking days of the conference, a different 
area of discussion will be emphasized: 

Tuesday: Cognition and cognitive domains 
Wednesday: Language and semiotics 
Thursday: Social processes 
Friday: Epistemology and social reality 

Each discussion area will be introduced by a main speaker and 
addressed by three other scheduled speakers. Participants are 
asked not to prepare a new formal presentation for this conference, 
bu~ to make use of material already published or in process. The 
scheduled presentations will occupy half or less of the session 
times; the balance of the sessions will be devoted to discussion. 
All 16 scheduled participants, as well as the non-scheduled 
participants (see list), will take part in the discussion at 
each session. 

The main speakers' primary responsibilities will be to 
delineate the- topic of discussion and to stake out the basic 
ground; the other scheduled speakers will present their own work 
within that context. Thus, the goal of establishing a mutual 
teaching situation will be served by participants presenting 
their research and i~sights in such a way as to make their work 
relevant to the intentions of the conference and accessible to 
the other participants. 

The participants will receive representative papers of their 
fellow conferees, well in advance of the conference, and will be 
asked to familiarize themselves with these materials, at least in 
the areas of their own interests. We assume that acceptance of 
our invitation to attend indicates willingness to participate to 
this extent, so that discussions can begin on some common ground. 

The conference will be recorded, and an edited version 
presumably published. 

The conference is financed by a grant from The est Foundation 
of San Francisco. 
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CONFERENCE: INTENT, STRUCTURE 

(meeting of 2/26/77) 

A. Conference Intention 

It will be a mutual teaching situation rather than a talking at situation. 
The structure of the conference will reflect this intention. 

Each day will involve discussion of the main area of interest as listed 
under the day in the proposed schedule. 

B. Participants 

Each participant will be present at each session, and there will only
be three to five speakers including the main speakers who are essentially
responsible for teaching what they know in that area. 

Participants are not expected to write papers for this conference 
specifically, but to present already-done material in an appropriate
fashion. 

C. Main Speaker Function 

The main speaker will speak first and provide an overview of the field, 
a context for what follows. The other speakers will speak more briefly.
The talks will be interruptable, not very formal presentations. 

D. Emcee 

There will also be an "emcee" of each session, probably one of the 
organizers chairing each session. He will be responsible for keeping
things flowing and on track, for catalyzing the communications as 
much as possible. 

E. Chairman 

The chairman (and perhaps the emcee) should encourage behind-the-scences 
communication and clarification and see to it that the interesting 
material gets into the public forum. 

F. Sessions 
Sessions will go on for perhaps six hours per day; contact between 
participants between sessions will be encouraged. 
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